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What is Missouri Statute 327?
And why does it matter? 

The Missouri Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Professional Land 
Surveyors and Professional Landscape Architects oversees professional services in 
these areas in Missouri.  

These services are governed by a state statute known as Chapter 327. The services 
covered under this chapter include “planning services” that include architecture, 
engineering, land surveying, and landscape architecture, including all services which 
need to be either prepared by a licensed design professional or supervised by an 
appropriately licensed design professional.



What is Missouri Statute 327?
And why does it matter? 

Compliance with this statute is essential. 

A violation of this statute is a misdemeanor and can lead to discipline by the board.  

In addition, violation of licensure requirements may have an impact for students on 
pursuing future licensure. 

Violations can also impact on WashU’s relationship with the State of Missouri.  



What kinds of projects should faculty engage on? 
We want to encourage Sam Fox School faculty to take on community collaborations that:

•fill gaps that would not otherwise be addressed by professional practice 

•provide valuable learning opportunities to students 

•support faculty practice and research 

Focus on these collaborations does not mean you can’t take on projects outside of 
these areas. In our educational efforts, we want to be sure to meet learning objectives 
while not competing with professional practice. 



Do faculty members need to be licensed? 

As a faculty member, you may not need to be licensed to participate in or teach 
community projects in your classes. However, there are some very important 
considerations for you as you scope and execute collaborations with the community. 

If you are leading a design/build project that requires an architect or a landscape 
architect’s seal, you must either be licensed in the State of Missouri (or relevant 
jurisdiction) OR have a licensed professional as a formal part of your team. Formalizing 
this agreement could mean co-teaching, having a written contract, or another structure 
that supports formal relationships. Discuss with your chair or the Director.   

If you are working on projects in private practice, you will need to carefully review 
Chapter 327 to verify if you should pursue licensure in the relevant jurisdiction. You 
may want to speak with a lawyer. If you are not a licensed professional in the relevant 
jurisdiction, do not represent yourself as one.



Faculty, staff, and students all have a role to play in keeping 
us in compliance

Requirements vary depending on the type of interaction you are 
having with outside partners and professional practice. 

The framework to the right illustrates different types of 
engagements that may happen through courses, research, or 
practice engagement in the school.   

This document provides additional detail about the types of 
engagements, and the expectations and requirements for faculty 
related to these types. 

Requirements of MO 327



Most core studios, many options studios. 

•Connection to a place or community limited to field trips or site visits.  

•Minimal interaction with organizations, institutions or individuals.  

•Minimal intention to share or publish work to broader, non-academic 
audience.

No Direct Engagement



Example: Housing Studio

In the 419 Housing Studio, students deal 
with a real site in cities around the world. 
There is no direct partnership, and there is 
minimal interaction with organizations or 
individuals associated with the site or the 
problems at hand. Work that is published 
is clearly marked as student work. 

This includes most core studios, and many 
options studios. 

No Direct Engagement

Xiaoyu Yang, 419 International Housing Studio led by 
Emiliano López.



Requirements

If there is a specific site:  
• Clearly communicate role 
• Label documents as student 

work 

Tools to use:  
• Syllabus text* 
• Final Work Disclaimer text* 
• Field Trip Waiver* 
• Blue Page: Site Visits 

* indicates required tools 

No Direct Engagement



This text should be included in each syllabus to frame expectations for 
the students.  

“Work produced in this studio or seminar is creative and exploratory work 
to benefit students’ growth as designers. If the faculty or administration 
determines that the completion or implementation of student work, by 
law, requires the participation of and/or authorization by a licensed 
professional, the faculty conducting the project will seek professional 
participation. It is your responsibility to clarify to parties benefiting from 
your work that you are a student and not a licensed design professional.”

Syllabus Text
No Direct Engagement



This text should be included with all shared student work to clarify its purpose. 

“Work included in this document was produced by students in [course name] 
[course date]. This work was produced under the supervision the course instructor 
[instructor name] [instructor contact information]. The projects and final products 
may not be as comprehensive as would be expected from a similar report prepared 
by a professional. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, everything 
provided by Washington University including, without limitation, all technical 
material, advice, information, reports, data, and results, is provided “as is” and 
without any warranty of any kind, expressed or implied. Unless otherwise 
indicated, authors retain the ownership of all works they create. Please see the 
Copyright Agreement for additional details.”

Final Work Disclaimer Text
No Direct Engagement



Field Trip Waiver
No Direct Engagement

This form must be completed by 
all students before heading out 
on a field trip (near or far). 
Contact the College office for 
more information.  



Blue Page: Site Visits
No Direct Engagement

This guide outlines the ethics, 
risks, and opportunities of 
heading off-campus for class, and 
can be used with students to 
think through visiting a site.  

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/site-visits/


• May or may not have a real site or partner.  

• Professional community is not likely to address issue.  

• May be initiated by faculty or community partners. 

• May draw attention to a question or opportunity.

Advocating



Example: Shared Sites Options Studio

Working with the Center for Aging at 
WashU and the Sau Po Center for Ageing at 
Hong Kong University, faculty and 
students radically rethought the potential 
for design to respond to the aging 
population globally. Partners were 
involved in reviews and presentations 
during the semester, and received a book 
at the end of the studio. 

Advocating

Jennifer Hohol.



Requirements

If there is a specific partner:  
• Clearly set expectations in 

writing. 

Tools to use:  
• Curriculum Collaboration 

Project Proposal 
• Copyright agreement 
• Blue Page: Community Reviews 

and Presentations 

Advocating



Curriculum Collaboration Project Proposal

Outlines expectations like: 
• Project objectives 
• Responsibilities of each group 
• Timelines and key dates 
• Resources required  
• Clarification of copyright and 

University policies such as disclaimer 
of warranty 

Should be developed with the partner. 

 

Advocating

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/curriculum-collaboration-project-proposal/


Copyright agreement
Advocating

Establishes the use of work 
created by students by partner 
organizations following the 
completion of a class. Must be 
signed by students, faculty, and 
partner, and includes attribution 
and appropriate use.  

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/copyright-agreement/


•Working with a real site or location. 

•Has a community partner who may someday implement a related 
project 

Informing practice projects could be something that will be built 
eventually or something that could be built now, by someone else

Informing Practice



Example: B E E L I N E Options Studio

Working with Great Rivers Greenway and 
Cornerstone Corporation, students 
spurred visions for the community and 
encouraged residents to advocate for a 
greenway that enhances health for human 
and non-human communities. Partners 
were involved in reviews during the 
semester, and received a book and 
drawings to be used in future community 
engagement. 

Informing Practice

A walnut orchard and shaded plaza create a community 
resource. Makio Yamamoto.



Requirements

If something is to be built 
eventually, but the details aren’t 
planned:  
• Set clear boundaries for the 

WashU role, particularly if a 
project is continuing into 
implementation.  

• Engage professionals in the 
review process. 

Tools to use:  
• Blue Page: Community Reviews 

and Presentations 
• All previous tools

Informing Practice



Requirements

If something to be built now (by 
another professional):  
• Include licensed professionals 

who will execute the project on 
the team or involved in the 
project.  

• Establish a contract that outlines 
the working practices, and is 
approved by the director.  

Tools to use:  
• Work with Office for Socially 

Engaged Practice or the Research 
Office to utilize a Project 
Agreement

Informing Practice



Informing Practice

This guide addresses best practices for 
maximizing the value of partners’ time in 
reviews and student presentations.

Blue Page: Community Reviews and Presentations

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/community-reviews-and-presentations/


Sam Fox School Project Agreement
Informing Practice

This agreement is a contract that 
outlines terms for projects that have the 
following conditions:  
• Working with a for-profit organization 
• Waiving student’s IP or copyright rights 
• Transfer of funds or joint application 

for funds related to the project 
• Commitments beyond one semester 
• Any engagement that may require a 

Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA)  

Must be developed with support from 
the Office for Socially Engaged Practice 
or the Research Office. 



•Working with a real site or location. 

•Has a community partner who is planning to implement.

Intended to be Built



Example: The Ville Market Place

Working with community members, the 
AIA, and a development company, 
students and faculty proposed an indoor-
outdoor community farmers’ market and 
urban garden. Partners were involved in 
feedback on reviews, scoping the project, 
and ultimately pursuing implementation. 

Intended to be Built

The Ville Market Place, rendering.



Requirements

Something to be built now (by 
faculty):  
• Faculty must hold appropriate 

licenses in Missouri (or the relevant 
state), or be in partnership with an 
appropriately licensed professional  

Tools to use:  
• Contract or agreement 
• Consultation with Office of the 

General Counsel and Risk 
Management to confirm liability 
and insurance. Contact OSEP or 
Research Office to coordinate.  

• Notification, and potential approval 
from Director and/or Dean 

Intended to be Built



Sam Fox School Project Agreement
Intended to be Built

This agreement is a contract that 
outlines terms for projects that have the 
following conditions:  
• Working with a for-profit organization 
• Waiving student’s IP or copyright rights 
• Transfer of funds or joint application 

for funds related to the project 
• Commitments beyond one semester 
• Any engagement that may require a 

Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA)  

Must be developed with support from 
the Office for Socially Engaged Practice 
or the Research Office. 



•Has a physical manifestation that is installed off-campus*, even for a 
short time. 

•May or may not involve students in documentation, fabrication, or 
installation. 

*On-campus installations also have oversight and approval 
requirements, but are not covered in this training.

Built or Installed (Design/Build)



Example: Spectroplexus

Working with the Airport Art Advisory 
committee, students designed, proposed, 
fabricated, and installed a sculpture at the 
airport. Partners selected the site, 
reviewed and approved proposals, and 
assumed maintenance responsibility upon 
installation. (Photo: James Byard/Washington University)

Built or Installed (Design/Build)



Requirements

Something to be built now (by students) 
– aka a Design/Build project with 
licensed faculty oversight:  
•Students must receive appropriate 
training 

•Consultation with Director and Dean 
•Signed contract required before start 
of fabrication 

Tools to use:  
•Consultation with Office of the General 
Counsel and Risk Management to 
confirm liability and insurance. 
Contact OSEP or Research Office to 
coordinate 

•Contract or Agreement for the 
Commission of Artwork. 

•Administrative approval from Director 
and/or Dean 

Built or Installed (Design/Build)



Agreement for the Commission of Artwork
Built or Installed (Design/Build)

For all off-campus installations: 
• Any installation project within a 

course, such as a design/build 
• All built or installed projects  

Must be reviewed and approved by 
multiple stakeholders, including the 
Office of General Counsel and the Dean, 
and must be signed by the Dean or 
Director.  

Coordinate with the Office for Socially 
Engaged Practice at least 4 months in 
advance of a planned project. 



Category Requirements Tools
Specific Site? • Clearly communicate role 

• Label documents as student work
• Disclaimer text*  
• Syllabus text* 
• Field Trip Waiver* 
• Site Visit Blue Page

Specific Partner? • Clearly set expectations in writing. • Curriculum Collaboration Project Proposal 
• Copyright agreement

Something to be built 
eventually

• Engage professionals in review process 
• Clearly establish boundaries of WashU role 

in project

• Utilize Community Reviews and Presentations Guide for best 
practices

Something to be built now 
(by other professional)

• Include licensed professionals who will 
execute project on team 
• Establish a contract that outlines the 

working practices, and is approved by the 
director.

• Project Agreement (OSEP or Research to support)

Something to be built now 
(by faculty)

• Faculty must hold appropriate licenses in 
Missouri, or be in partnership with licensed 
professional

• Contract or project agreement (OSEP or Research to support) 
• Consultation with Office of the General Counsel and Risk 

Management to confirm liability and insurance. (OSEP or Research 
to support) 
• Notification, and potential approval from Director and/or Dean

Something to be built now 
(by students) – a Design/
Build project with licensed 
faculty oversight

• Students must receive appropriate training 
• Consultation with Director and Dean 
• Signed contract required before start of 

fabrication

• Consultation with Office of the General Counsel and Risk 
Management to confirm liability and insurance. (OSEP or Research 
to support) 
• Contract or Agreement for the Commission of Artwork 
• Administrative approval from Director and/or Dean



Basic Requirements for All Projects



Basic requirements for all projects 

While there are different requirements for each type of 
engagement, there are three best practices to consider for all 
course or research initiatives:  

A) Set clear expectations 

B) Clearly communicate the role of faculty and students 

C) Engage licensed, practicing professionals

Requirements of MO 327



A) Set clear expectations
Use appropriate written agreements to establish roles in collaborations.

In working with any outside group, appropriate expectation setting and agreements 
are critical to establishing the roles within the collaboration. Depending on the type of 
project, agreements may need to be reviewed or signed by the Director or Dean and 
WashU’s general counsel.  

The Blue Page Setting Expectations & Requirements for Engaged Projects details the 
tools and processes for setting expectations.

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/agreements-for-courses/


B) Clearly communicate the role of faculty and students
Communicate expectations to all parties

All expectations should be clearly communicated to both WashU participants and 
external participants. This includes utilizing Syllabus Language to clarify with students 
that they are not licensed professionals, as well as including Disclaimer text on final 
work.  

In addition, clearly articulating expectations to partners, particularly about execution, 
completion of documents, and boundaries of the WashU participants role, is critical to 
successful projects. 

The Blue Page Setting Expectations & Requirements for Engaged Projects details these 
communications tools and processes. 

https://insidesamfox.wustl.edu/items/agreements-for-courses/


C) Engage licensed, practicing professionals
Supporting our role as a professional school

Compliance with Chapter 327 means ensuring we engage with practitioners and the 
Missouri professional practice community.  

The participation, feedback, and understanding of our efforts within the school will 
help to deepen the quality of instruction as well as increasing the understanding of 
the role that educational projects play in community work.  

As many faculty already do, continue to identify and invite local practitioners to 
participate in desk crits, reviews, co-instruction, or other types of support for engaged 
work on a one-on-one basis. Whenever possible, offer compensation for their time 
and participation. Discuss with your chair or the Office for Socially Engaged Practice.
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	Something to be built now (by faculty)
	Something to be built now (by faculty)
	Something to be built now (by faculty)

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Faculty must hold appropriate licenses in Missouri, or be in partnership with licensed professional



	•
	•
	•
	•
	Contract or project agreement (OSEP or Research to support) 

	•
	•
	Consultation with Oﬀice of the General Counsel and Risk Management to confirm liability and insurance. (OSEP or Research to support) 

	•
	•
	Notification, and potential approval from Director and/or Dean




	Something to be built now (by students) – a Design/Build project with licensed faculty oversight
	Something to be built now (by students) – a Design/Build project with licensed faculty oversight
	Something to be built now (by students) – a Design/Build project with licensed faculty oversight

	•
	•
	•
	•
	Students must receive appropriate training 

	•
	•
	Consultation with Director and Dean 

	•
	•
	Signed contract required before start of fabrication



	•
	•
	•
	•
	Consultation with Oﬀice of the General Counsel and Risk Management to confirm liability and insurance. (OSEP or Research to support) 

	•
	•
	Contract or Agreement for the Commission of Artwork 

	•
	•
	Administrative approval from Director and/or Dean
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	Basic Requirements for All Projects
	Figure
	Figure
	Basic requirements for all projects 
	Figure
	While there are diﬀerent requirements for each type of engagement, there are three best practices to consider for all course or research initiatives:  
	A) Set clear expectations 
	B) Clearly communicate the role of faculty and students 
	C) Engage licensed, practicing professionals
	Figure
	Requirements of MO 327
	Figure
	Figure
	A) Set clear expectations
	Figure
	Use appropriate written agreements to establish roles in collaborations.
	Figure
	In working with any outside group, appropriate expectation setting and agreements are critical to establishing the roles within the collaboration. Depending on the type of project, agreements may need to be reviewed or signed by the Director or Dean and WashU’s general counsel.  
	The 
	The 
	Blue Page Setting Expectations & Requirements for Engaged Projects
	 details the 
	tools and processes for setting expectations.

	Figure
	B) Clearly communicate the role of faculty and students
	Figure
	Communicate expectations to all parties
	Figure
	All expectations should be clearly communicated to both WashU participants and external participants. This includes utilizing Syllabus Language to clarify with students that they are not licensed professionals, as well as including Disclaimer text on final work.  
	In addition, clearly articulating expectations to partners, particularly about execution, completion of documents, and boundaries of the WashU participants role, is critical to successful projects. 
	The 
	The 
	Blue Page Setting Expectations & Requirements for Engaged Projects
	 details these 
	communications tools and processes. 

	Figure
	C) Engage licensed, practicing professionals
	Figure
	Supporting our role as a professional school
	Figure
	Compliance with Chapter 327 means ensuring we engage with practitioners and the Missouri professional practice community.  
	The participation, feedback, and understanding of our eﬀorts within the school will help to deepen the quality of instruction as well as increasing the understanding of the role that educational projects play in community work.  
	As many faculty already do, continue to identify and invite local practitioners to participate in desk crits, reviews, co-instruction, or other types of support for engaged work on a one-on-one basis. Whenever possible, oﬀer compensation for their time and participation. Discuss with your chair or the Oﬀice for Socially Engaged Practice.



