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FACULTY TO DISCUSS

ASSUMPTIONS AND CONTEXT

Faculty to discuss:
•  History and development of the community 

partnerships. 
•  What have past relationships with this or 

similar partners looked like?

LIMITATIONS AND EXPECTATIONS

Faculty to discuss:
•  Expectations that are set with the 

community partner
•  Any collaboration agreement documents
•  Any previous student work completed for 

the partner

INTERACTIONS AND SITE VISITS

Faculty to discuss:
•  Expectations for interacting with the 

community including process, format, 
timing, etc. 

•  Planned site visits, fi eld trips, or other 
interactions

• Safety procedures and logistics

REPRESENTATION

Faculty to discuss:
•  What are the parts of the project where 

images will be made or created? 
•  Who are the people who are going to be 

viewing the representations? 

RECIPROCAL RELATIONSHIPS

Faculty to discuss:
•  What are the outcomes you hope to see 

from this partnership? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Questions for discussion
• What do you imagine this community being 
like? Why?

• What do you feel when you think about the 
people you’re engaging with?

• Where did these ideas come from?

Questions for discussion
• What are the limitations of our group and 
our approach? What limitations have we 
experienced in the past? 

• How can we set expectations given our 
limitations? 

Questions for discussion
• How would you introduce the project to 
people in the community based on what 
you know? 

• What preparation do you need for your 
interactions? 

Questions for discussion
• How can you authentically represent this 
community? What information do you 
need? 

• What would be a successful representation 
of this community or group? 

Questions for discussion
• How can we say thank you to our partners 
or community contacts?

• How can we represent our project going 
forward?

• How can we have a reciprocal relationship 
with the community?

Questions? Email the Offi  ce for Socially Engaged Practice (samfox-engage@email.wustl.edu).

The Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts Workshop Guide for

ENTERING AND EXITING COMMUNITIES
This workshop is meant to help guide students and faculty working on a specifi c engagement in a course. View introduction video here.

SUGGESTED FORMAT

Individually, write down: 
• Two to three things that arise learning 
about the partnership.

• Pair share: share assumptions and 
knowledge you have about the partner or 
the community

Individually, write down: 
• Questions that come up listening to 
expectations and goals

• Potential barriers to accomplishing goals

As a group (in chat or out loud):
• Share limitations that they have 
encountered in the past or are worried they 
will encounter

• Identify how you can set expectations 
around these limitations.

Discuss as a full group and write responses 
in a collective document. 

If it is not possible to discuss in a full group, 
break into groups of 5-10 for discussion.

Share ideas in pairs fi rst, and then bring the 
group back together for discussion.

Brainstorm in small groups and share out 
ideas to the full group. 


